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Press release 

                      Leipzig, 15th february 2019 

Bioenergy Retrofits for Europe´s Industry 

EU-funded BIOFIT project will facilitate bioenergy production by retrofitting Europe’s industries. 

 

Bioenergy is an essential form of renewable energy, providing an estimated 60% of current renewable 

energy supply in the EU28. Anno 2018 the production of bioenergy takes on many forms. Spurred by 

innovation, bioenergy technologies are becoming ever more advanced and diverse, leading to the 

energy-efficient production of power, heat and cooling and a variety of transport fuels. Retrofitting – 

which means replacing a part of an existing facility or installation with state-of-the-art equipment – can 

be a cost-effective solution to expanding bioenergy use in industry. Retrofitting is one of the fast ways to 

increase Europe’s renewable energy share by making the energy production of existing industries more 

sustainable.  

 

BIOFIT (www.biofit-h2020.eu) is an EU project that aims to facilitate the introduction of bioenergy 

retrofitting in Europe’s industry. The project is coordinated by BTG Biomass Technology Group with the 

involvement of Patrick Reumerman and John Vos. 

 

The BIOFIT project will – during its 3-year duration - facilitate the introduction of bioenergy retrofitting in 

five specific industries, namely first-generation biofuels, pulp and paper, fossil refineries, fossil firing 

power and Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plants, Retrofitting means often lower capital costs, shorter 

lead times, faster implementation, less production time losses and lower risks. 

 

Core actions in BIOFIT are highlighting existing bioenergy retrofits and developing ten retrofit case 

studies in collaboration with industrial partners. In parallel, the broader industry will be engaged and 

supported through five Industry fora (working groups). John Vos explains: “Via the fora we can show 

industry the benefits of bioenergy retrofitting, while making sure that views of all those involved are 

heard, so we warmly invite all relevant stakeholders to participate in BIOFIT Industry fora.” 

 

The acceptance of bioenergy in industry and by the general public is also a focus of the project. “In 

almost every country in Europe the acceptance of bioenergy is subject of debate”, according to Patrick 

Reumerman. “If industry cannot ensure – and demonstrate – sustainable use of biomass, public 

opinion will turn against bioenergy.”  

 

The BIOFIT consortium consists of fourteen partners from eight European countries: Sweden, The 

Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Finland, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Greece. The consortium 

consists of both industrial partners and academic / research partners.  

 
Supervisory board: 

Bernt Farcke, BMEL, Chairman 

Berthold Goeke, BMUB 

Daniel Gellner, SMUL 

Dr. Karin Freier, BMWi 

Dr. Christoph Rövekamp, BMBF 

Birgit Breitfuß-Renner, BMVI 

General Management: 

Prof. Dr. mont. Michael Nelles (scient.) 

Daniel Mayer (admin.) 

Seat and competent court: Leipzig 

District court of Leipzig HRB 23991 

Tax ID: 232/124/01072 

VAT ID: DE 259357620 

Deutsche Kreditbank AG 

IBAN: DE63 1203 0000 1001 2106 89 

SWIFT BIC: BYLADEM1001  

http://www.biofit-h2020.eu/
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The DBFZ supports the project by involving industry representatives, politicians and other interest 

groups via various platforms such as workshops, B2B events and online surveys. In addition, case 

studies as well as political and technical handouts are developed. 

 

 
 

 

Contact BGT       

Patrick Reumerman (Coordinator)    

BTG Biomass Technology Group BV    

Phone: 31 53 486 1198  

E-Mail: Reumerman@btgworld.com 

 

Contact DBFZ     Contact DBFZ 

Stephanie Hauschild    Arne Gröngröft 

Phone: +49 (0)341 2434-384   Phone: +49 (0)341 2434-446 

E-Mail: stephanie.hauschild@dbfz.de  E-Mail: arne.groengroeft@dbfz.de 

 

Smart Bioenergy – innovations for a sustainable future 

The DBFZ works as a central and independent thinker in the field of energy and material use of biomass 

on the question of how the limited available biomass resources can contribute to the existing and future 

energy system with sustainability and high efficiency. As part of the research the DBFZ identifies, 

develops, accompanies, evaluates and demonstrates the most promising fields of application for 

bioenergy and the especially positively outstanding examples together with partners from research, 

industry and public. With the scientific work of the DBFZ, the knowledge of the possibilities and 

limitations of energy and integrated material use of renewable raw materials in a biobased economy as 

a whole should be expanded and the outstanding position of the industrial location Germany in this 

sector permanently secured – www.dbfz.de. 
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