
 

 

Background 
 

 
Location of Låttra Farm 
 
Due to increasing prices for woodchips and 
growing competition for raw materials Låttra farm, 
located about 150 km west of Stockholm, started 
to look into the possibility to produce reed canary-
grass briquettes for sale and own use. Låttra Farm 
grows reed canary grass on 70 hectares and the 
goal is to increase this to 100 hectares by 2012. 
RCG is a perennial grass that can be grown 
throughout Sweden. 
 

 
Reed Canary grass bales 

 
Typical fuel properties of reed canary grass in 
spring. 
 
Net calorific value MJ/kg dm 17.5 
Ash content % dm 5.9 
Moisture % 13 
Softening temperature of ash °C 1,420 
Nitrogen % dm 0.48 
Sulphur % dm 0.06 
Chlorine % dm 0.04 

Låttra farm has the capacity to produce 3500 
tonnes of wood briquettes per year. The farms 
briquetting presses have a capacity for briquetting 
of reed canary-grass from about 500 hectares. 
The bales of reed canary grass are cut up in a 
slow shredder before being shredded further in an 
industrial grinder. The material is then fed into 
three Bogma V40 briquette presses which produce 
briquettes of 40 mm diameter. The finished 
briquettes are fed into a horizontal silo with 
capacity for 1,000 tonnes of briquettes. The 
briquettes are taken directly from the silo for 
delivery to customers or to own usage. 
 

 
Reed Canary grass bales 
 
 

Combustion of Reed Canary 
grass briquettes at Låttra Farm, 
Sweden 
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Briquetting 

Låttra farm has the capacity to produce 3500 
tonnes of wood briquettes per year. The 
briquetting presses have a capacity for briquetting 
of reed canary-grass from about 500 hectares. 
Today briquettes (wood) are supplied to both 
households (15%) and greater heating plants 
(85%). The bales of grass are cut up in a slow 
shredder before being shredded further in an 
industrial grinder. The material is then fed into 
three Bogma V40 briquette presses which produce 
briquettes of 40 mm diameter. The finished 
briquettes are fed into a horizontal silo with 
capacity for 1000 tonnes of briquettes. The 
briquettes are taken directly from the silo for 
delivery to customers. 
 

Combustion at Låttra farm 
Låttra farm has a Veto Flisomat burner of 120 kW. 
The Flisomat is equipped with a movable grate 
mounted in a Danstoker boiler of 230 kW. Reed 
canary grass briquettes have been combusted 
successfully in this plant during long-term 
combustion trials. The ash is disposed through a 
screw that is going lengthways in the boiler. Since 
the burner is mounted in a boiler with a greater 
effect than the burner requires the ash is stored in 
a good-sized ash drawer. During November-
December 2010 reed canary grass briquettes with 
an ash content of about 6% were combusted for 5 
weeks without any problems with ash in the 
fireplace. The advantage of the Veto technology is 

that the installation of moving grate and ash screw 
are optional, which facilitates the upgrading of 
existing facilities. 
 

 
Veto Flisomat  
(Source: 
http://www.energiteknik.net/pdf/thmSWE.pdf) 

Problems/ possible obstacles 
The main challenge is equipment that can handle 
ash rich fuels and to find ways to decrease 
corrosion.  

Contact 
SP Technical Reasearch Institute of 
Sweden 
Anna Sager 
Tel: 010-516 58 37 
E-mail:  anna.sager@sp.se      
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